
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wenatchee 
Kennel Club 
P. O. Box 805 
Wenatchee, WA 98807 
886-DOGS (3647) 
wenatcheekennelclub.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
                                                    

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Wenatchee Kennel Club (WKC) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Its 

purpose is to further the advancement of all breeds of purebred dogs and provide 

education for their responsible breeding; conduct events under the rules of the 

American Kennel Club and to hold other events as approved by the Wenatchee 

Kennel Club; and provide education, training, and information regarding the 

responsible ownership, care and exhibiting of all dogs. Those interested in becoming 

members are invited to contact WKC at (509) 886-DOGS (3647). 
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President: Louise Day 
Vice-President: Sue Severson 
Treasurer: Willard Fields                       
Secretary: Jan Barclay                     
 
Directors: Chuck St. John,  
Mike Barclay, John Njus,  
Marshall Brown  
 
 

THE PAWPRINT 
The Monthly Newsletter of the Wenatchee Kennel Club 

Upcoming Events 
 

WKC Membership 
Meeting 
Dogwise 

403 S. Mission Street 
Feb. 25, 2019 at 6 p.m. 

 
 
Wenatchee Kennel Club 

Tracking Trial 
Sunday, March 10 

Entries close Feb. 28 
 
 
 

WKC Awards Banquet 

 
On January 26, Wenatchee Kennel Club members celebrated 

their past year’s accomplishments at the annual Awards Banquet.  

The year of 2018 was a notable one for the club, with numerous 

successful classes, trials, and events continuing despite the lack 

of a permanent training center.  It also brought us huge progress 

in gaining a home, from the announcement of the East Wenatchee 

First Street site at the beginning of the year to watching the 

foundation and walls of our new home grow by the end of the 

year. 

 
Walt Gearhart accepting a WKC Lifetime Membership Award from President 

Louise Day in recognition of his and his wife’s (Marilyn) service and 
inspiration. 
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WKC Awards Banquet, continued 

 
“Outstanding Members of the Year,” the Golden Apple award, went to Judy 

Johnson and Susan Summers (at left), who successfully coordinated two 

major WKC projects in 2018.  Their ongoing “Fence Me In’ fundraiser 

generated donations for Tribute Plaques, funds from a WKC garage sale, 

and proceeds from the raffle of Blue Moon Gardens Glassworks yard 

art.  They also coordinated the recognition of dog/owner accomplishments, 

from providing request forms to ordering awards, and organizing plaques, 

bars, certificates and other requested recognition at the WKC Annual 

Awards Dinner.   

 

 
The “Best of Breed” award went to Linda Harbury.  Linda did an outstanding job as WKC class co-coordinator 

(with Eileen Pearl) this past year, remaining enthusiastic despite the challenges of shifting classes and times 

between the LocalTel, Appleatchee, and Metcalf ranch locations.  Linda introduced the club to “Barn Hunt” by 

obtaining straw bales, organizing a maze-building committee, helping with rat care, and teaching multiple Barn 

Hunt classes for interested WKC members.  Linda also taught the introductory “Agility 1” and “Agility 2” 

classes throughout the year, and still somehow found time to earn multiple agility, scent work, and barn hunt 

titles with her dogs Rico and Chena.    

 

More than 120 titles and certifications were earned be WKC members and their dogs in 2018.  A few of these 

are shown in the pictures below, clockwise from top left:   Mike and Jan Barclay, with their grandson Hudson 

who was named junior handler of the year by the National Shiba Inu Club of America (NSCA).  Katie Hamilton, 

a new WKC member this year, whose dog Toohey earned his CGC, Novice Barn Hunt, and Novice Trick Dog 

titles.  Becky Smith, whose dog Miley Rae earned a Preferred Agility Championship this year.  Louise and Norm 

Day, accepting awards for Grand Championships earned by their dogs Spirit and Hayden. 
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Awards Banquet: Lifetime Membership Award 
At the annual membership meeting on January 26, 2019, Willard Fields made a motion to make Walt and Marilyn 

Gearhart Lifetime Members of the Wenatchee Kennel Club.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

 

Walt and Marilyn Gearhart joined the Wenatchee Kennel Club in 1993.  Over the years, they have been invaluable 

supporters of the Wenatchee Kennel Club, its activities, and the club’s need for a home of its own.   

 

Walt served as club President from 2000 to 2005 and continued on the Board of Directors until 2013.  In 2002, he 

and Marilyn hosted a WKC Board retreat where the future of the club was discussed.  Eileen Pearl suggested that the 

club needed a home; a place where we could bring our dogs to meetings, share our common interest, train our dogs 

year-round, and even offer classes to the public.  With Walt’s leadership the Board agreed to take the risk and the 

club found a place to lease in East Wenatchee.  After renovations and improvements, the club’s training center on 

Valley Mall Parkway opened in January 2003.  Having the building available for training and organized classes 

helped WKC members earn more titles in more events on their dogs.  To date more than 3,300 dogs from a four-

county area have received training, thereby improving the lives of dogs and their owners as well as giving the 

Wenatchee Kennel Club a higher profile in the community.  The training center also resulted in a dramatic increase in 

club membership;  just 43 members in 2001 to 165 in 2018. 

 

Marilyn Gearhart was the Obedience 

Chairperson for our annual autumn Dog Show 

beginning in1997 and when Rally competition 

was added in 2004, she took that on as well. She 

continued in both of those positions until 2011.  

In 2003, the same year that our training center 

opened, the Wenatchee Kennel Club held its first 

AKC Agility Trial. Marilyn also chaired that 

event until 2008.  And you could call that doubly 

impressive because at that time, we had two 

trials per year -- a spring Agility Trial at the 

Moses Lake fairgrounds and a fall trial at 

Confluence Park.  The profits from those Agility 

Trials helped boost the club’s income to pay the 

expenses on our training center at a time when 

class registrations were beginning to grow. 

Marilyn Gearhart, Walt and Marilyn’s son Jim, and past president Chuck  

St. John share a laugh at the Awards Banquet. 

 

 Walt and Marilyn also taught Obedience and Rally classes when the original training center opened and helped with 

other club events like the Tracking Tests.  Over the years Walt & Marilyn have always been there; ready, willing and 

able to help our club however needed.  They exemplify the spirit of service to the dog world and have more than 

earned a Lifetime Membership in the Wenatchee Kennel Club. 

Submitted by Willard Fields 
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Louise’s Corner 
 

The Annual dinner was well attended, and I hope everyone had a good time.  By having it at the Masonic Center and 

catered by one of the groups there, we cut our cost in half.  We will be making some changes for next year.  I let a 

few things fall through the cracks because of being out of town until the day of the event.  I talked to the group who 

did the catering and it will be corrected next year.  

 

Congratulations to our Club members who were honored this year.  Linda Harbury received Best of Breed for 

her many years of hard work for the Club.  Judy Johnson and Susan Summers were members of the year for their 

work on the Don’t Fence Me In and Yard Sale plus other projects.  Walt and Marylin Gearheart were voted life time 

member awards.     

 

The handling classes have started on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 at Appleatchee.  We do not meet on the third 

Wednesday as the Appleatchee board meets there that night. So please come and join us. Suzanne Metcalf has also 

gotten us use of another night at Appleatchee so please watch the new class listings for those.  

 

They are busy at our building site.  Last report is that they are framing the office and front area, so take a drive by and 

look at the progress.   Every day it changes so fast you can hardly keep up with it.  It is so exciting to watch!   

 

One area of concern about the building has come to my attention in the last few days.  The concern is: if our building 

fails and we cannot keep up with the costs, who will pay?  Will each member have to fork over money?  The answer 

is no.  We will only have one loan payment and the land lease payment to make, so the more we raise through fund 

raising, the less we must borrow.    

 

Most importantly, we will not fail!  Our public classes have waiting lists to get into, and the building will let us meet 

those expanding needs.  The Board is careful to be sure that we can afford the payments we have to make at our 

current income, not at the projected increased income.  No new expansion will take place until the first phase of 

building is paid off.  This has been explained at our regular meetings each month, and again at the January Annual 

meeting.  If you have any concerns, please contact me or a Board Member.  Updates are given at every regular 

meeting, so ask any questions you have.   This is not being done in secret as the committee is happy to share any 

information with all members.   

 

The Tracking trial and the Hunt tests are both coming up in March and May, respectively.  So, if you are interested in 

helping with the Tracking trial please contact Maggie or Betsy.  The Hunt tests will be in Almira and needs lots of 

help.  If you have not been to one of these, it is a joy to watch the pointing dogs do what they were bred to do.  Their 

sheer joy out in the field is inspiring to all of us.  Plan on coming out and watching or maybe just helping for part of a 

day.  The dates are May 4th and 5th starting at 7:30 AM.  If you want to help out at the hunt tests, please give me a 

call.   

 

The fund raising for new building is still ongoing and you each have received a letter from the committee.  It states 

we still need to raise money for the building and things such as mats, fencing, lawn mower, etc.  Take a look at the 

ideas they gave you and see if there is anything you can do.  Thanks to all those who have given your time and 

worked so hard on fund raising ideas.  This is your building, not the Board’s or any one person’s, so be part of the 

effort. 

 

Louise 
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February 14, 2019, Western Ranch progress at 200 1st SE, East Wenatchee.  The wood framed wing 
will be office, restrooms and main entrance to the Training Center. 
 

NOW Is WKC Time! 
 

What’s better than a Valentine?  Seeing the WKC Training Center come to life.  If you had to miss the 
WKC Annual Dinner last month, please watch The Quest video.  This video is 12-minutes long, focuses 
on 2018 accomplishments, and acknowledges the spirit that has brought us to the reality of an 
indoor/outdoor training center.   
 
Go to YouTube and search for Wenatchee Kennel Club Quest 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCivTXlZsCA&t=47s   
 

 
 

Contact WKC Building Committee co-chairs to support this project and/or to get questions answered.   
 
John Njus, jnjus@nwi.net, 509-630-5057 
Chuck St. John, wincareco@genext.net, 509-421-8585 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCivTXlZsCA&t=47s
mailto:jnjus@nwi.net
mailto:wincareco@genext.net
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Train a Chicken?? 
by Eileen Pearl 

 

Yes you can.  I know because I did.  Last May, I attended “Chicken Camp,” a 5-day learning experience 

where students practice their training skills by training a chicken.  The camp was held in Seabeck, 

Washington and the camp leader was Terry Ryan, long-time dog trainer, instructor, author, and lecturer 

from Sequim, Washington.  The 12 students came from all over the world, although most were from the 

United States.  There were horse people, cat people, bird people, and even a tiger trainer who works at a 

zoo in Switzerland.  One gal came all the way from Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia. 

 

Students were assigned a partner and each student had their own chicken to train.  At a signal from the 

instructor, half the students went to the chicken cages to get the chicken belonging to their partners.   At the 

next signal you set the chicken on a table and your partner trained it for 30 (later, 60) seconds.  Then 

someone would call “time” and you had to scoop your partner’s chicken off the table and hold it while the 

instructor asked about how the training went and gave advice.   Then a signal was given and the chickens 

received more training.  After 3 of those short training sessions, you put your partner’s chicken back in its 

cage and your partner would retrieve your chicken.  When your chicken had received its training in 3 short 

sessions, it went back in its cage and everyone retired to the seminar room to discuss the results and learn 

more good stuff.   

 

So how do you train a chicken?  By using the immutable laws of learning that were discovered early in the 

last century by scientists like Ivan Pavlov, Edward Thorndike, and B. F. Skinner.   Just ignore unwanted 

behavior and focus like a laser on marking and rewarding the behavior that you do want.  Start as simple as 

possible, then slowly and gradually build on what the animal has already learned.  We used “clickers” to 

signal to the chickens when they had done the desired behavior.  The clicks were immediately followed by 

a reward – one tiny pellet of chicken feed.   The chicken feed reinforced the behavior that had been clicked, 

making that behavior more likely to be repeated.   The timing of the click is critical – it’s best to click at the 

exact same instant that the animal performs the desired behavior, not after.   My timing was less than 

perfect but apparently it was good enough because on the last day, my chicken successfully completed a 

simple “agility” sequence.  She walked over an A-frame about 12 inches tall, then through a tunnel about 

12 inches long, and then, when faced with four differently colored poker chips, she correctly pecked at the 

red one.    Pretty impressive considering that I only trained for a total of about 30-35 minutes.   And if that 

doesn’t impress you, we watched a video clip of a mouse that had been trained to run a sequence of 36 

obstacles! 

 

The scientific term for clicker training is operant conditioning.   Dog trainers discovered it after marine 

mammal trainer Karen Pryor wrote a book called “Don’t Shoot the Dog” in 1984.  It’s a short, easy-to-read 

book and I recommend it very highly.  It spells out in plain English the laws of learning that apply to every 

animal from aardvarks to zebras.   Being able to understand and use operant conditioning makes your 

training simpler, more effective, and much more enjoyable for both you and your dog.   And no, it is not 

permissive and yes, you can use it to fix problem behaviors.  There can be many different ways to train a 

given behavior, but the laws of learning, which never change, tell you exactly what will work and what 

won’t.    
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Facebook Fundraisers 
 
Thanks to our bleary-eyed supporters. WKC has received $1,740 in matching funds from Facebook.  If you hit the “WKC’s 

Giving Tuesday Fundraiser” DONATE button on WKC’s Non-Profit Facebook page at 5 AM on December 27, you are special.  

The first donations came in at 5:00:02 AM, 5:00:04 AM and 5:02 AM!  Giving Tuesday (November 27) Facebook fundraisers, 

including matching, funds total  $3,190. 

 

Kudos also to Betsy Metcalf, Louise Day, Chuck St. John, Jeff Koski, and Mike Barclay who celebrated their birthdays with 

Facebook fundraisers.  These birthday fundraiser celebrations deposited $1,007 to WKC. 

 

Thank you, Facebook! You helped WKC raise $4,197 in 2018. 

 

 
Fence Me In Fence Plaques 

 

Recognize the memory of a 

loved one, express 

appreciation, honor or pay 

tribute with a plaque on a 

section of fence.  We’ve heard 

every reason for donation 

procrastination from not having 

the land, to not having a 

building.  If you are still “on 

the fence”, now is the time to 

donate.  The building is 

becoming a visual reality.  

Imagine a 10’ section of the 6’ 

high cyclone fence having your 

tribute plaque on it. 

We have ordered and received 

34 plaques. To minimize the 

cost of printing the plaques, we 

need 11 more before we place 

the next order.  

Your $200.00 donations will be 

recognized with license plate 

size plaques.  We will be happy to work with you on the wording.  Please call Susan 888-2133 or Judy 206-

364-9368 to obtain a donation form, or go to the WKC website www.wenatcheekennelclub.com; the form 

is under the About / Donate section. 

 

In addition to the donations for tribute plaques the Fence Me In fundraiser has received undesignated gifts, 

benefited from the Blue Moon Gardens Glassworks raffle, and the WKC garage sale.  The total raised to 

date is $15,903.76.  

 

 
 
 

http://www.wenatcheekennelclub.com/
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                 JAX 

German Shepherd 
I 

Per Jax: 
 

      “Hi everyone!...Guess what? 

        SNOW– my favorite – and then a lot more  

SNOW – gee, how lucky can we be.   

And all of it in my back yard belongs to me.  So 

much fun to run and jump into the snow.  And 

then Mom comes out and tries to chase me, but 

she can’t catch me because I am having so much 

fun running around.  If we get my balls out of the 

basket and she throws them, they just land and 

sink into the snow and then I find the scent of a 

mouse under the snow and just have to hunt that 

rascal down --what a mess with snow all over my 

face and in between my feet, but got the ball – 

so much fun. 
 

         Hope you have been driving by our new 

facility.  We have and it is so exciting to watch 

our building going up, and I can’t wait for the 

outside to be done.  It won’t be long now - SEE 

YOU AT THE NEW CLUB SOON! 

          Until next time! 

Carol 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

NOTICE OF APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Carol Sunada, Membership Chairman (509) 665-9987 
 

Please welcome our new member to the Club who was voted in at the General 

Membership meeting on January 26, 2019 
 

Sara Elzey – Vizsla and 3 mixed breeds 
 

The following application for membership has been received and reviewed by the 

Board of Directors: 
 

 

  Erin Fisher – Newfoundlands and Leonbergers 
 

Upon her attendance at the next general membership meeting, her application will be presented for 

final vote.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Membership Chairman, Carol at 

(509) 665-9987. 
 

We love new members!  If you have a friend or family member who is interested in joining or learning 

more about our Club, please call Carol at (509) 665-9987 for further information. 
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News and Brags 

 
The Wenatchee Kennel Club is now offering classes in the sport of Barn Hunt. Classes fill up 

quickly. Check the WKC website for current information.  

https://www.wenatcheekennelclub.com/ 

A group of WKC ratters participated in a Barn Hunt put on by Ratatat Barn Club in 

Snohomish, Feb 1-3. Great fun was had by all.

 
Both Linda Harbury & Enrico (below left) and Carla Slabaugh & Brock (below right) earned 

their Master Ratter title! Congratulations to you both! 
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News and Brags, continued 
 

 
 

Everyone who attended the barn hunt event 

had many successes.  The WKC rats that 

make classes possible are being housed and 

trained by member Sandy Gardner.  Here are 

two of the ratties, Trouble (left) and Fleur 

(right). 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

From Louise Day:  Bull Mtn’s Eternity (Tabitha) took Best of Winners in Puyallup and 

Winners Bitch two of the days and then received her first major at Oregon Dog 

Fanciers by going Best of Winners.  She won her class every day and went reserve the 

days she did not win the points. 
 

At left:  Spirit going NOHS Sporting 

group 4 at Puyallup in January.  This girl 

went Select Bitch for best Opposite and 

Owner Handler all seven shows in 

January.  

 

  

At right:  GCH CH Stagedoor Set’r Ridge’s 

Walk In The Word JH  (Spirit) going 

National Owner Handler (NOHS) Sporting 

Group 1 in Oregon. 
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CALENDAR  

• WKC Membership Meeting is Monday, February 26, 6 p.m., at Dogwise 

• WKC Tracking Test is Sunday, March 10 

• Board Meeting, First Monday of each month at 7 PM; all members welcome 

• Current class schedules and more info at www.wenatcheekennelclub.com. 

 

DISCLAIMER: The PawPrint may include articles submitted by others that may or may not reflect the views or 
position of the Wenatchee Kennel Club’s Board of Directors or membership as a whole.  These articles are intended to 
stimulate discussion and further research by our readers to better understand the breadth and complexity of 
information about our dogs.  We encourage input from our readers and members to help us all become well-
informed.  If you have questions or comments about the newsletter or content, feel free to contact the newsletter 
editor or one of the WKC officers or board members. The PawPrint is sent to WKC members, prospective members, 
and Wenatchee-area veterinarians.  We also exchange newsletters with other dog clubs.  Contact Tara Barrett, the 
newsletter editor for more information at TaraAndOtter@gmail.com.  Advertising: The PawPrint does not accept 
advertising. 
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